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PLANNING — PICKERING BROOK TOWN SITE 

425. Mr M. HUGHES to the Minister for Planning: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to supporting property owners in Pickering Brook and 
communities across the hills. 

(1) Can the minister outline to the house how the government is delivering good planning outcomes for these 
communities and ensuring they have a sustainable future? 

(2) Can the minister outline to the house how this approach compares with that of the previous Liberal–National 
government? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for Kalamunda for that question. I heard some of the comments from members 

opposite when the member was asking that question. The member for Dawesville was talking about 
retirement villages. They were scoffing because they do not care about the sustainability and the future 
of the Perth hills. That is demonstrated by their efforts in the past. 

A number of months ago, the member for Kalamunda asked me whether we could meet some landowners 
in Pickering Brook about their future, the sustainability of their town site and the ongoing issue of aged care 
in the community in the hills. There are a number of issues such as the challenges of the orchardist 
community and its commercial realities, and the need for promotion and a more coordinated approach to 
tourism across the entire hills. We have seen many exciting new initiatives that have popped up over the 
past three or four years in particular. There are the new cideries and more bed and breakfast accommodation. 
There are enormous opportunities there for the state, local government and the community to work together. 

Thank you, member for Kalamunda, for organising the number of meetings held with landowners. Now, as 
a result of the work he has done throughout that community, we will work with those communities. We are 
looking at the Pickering Brook town site in particular, which was ignored under the previous government. 
Members may remember that the previous planning minister was the member for Kalamunda. 

[Interruption.] 

Dr D.J. Honey: That happened by itself. I will take it outside. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Take it outside. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Can I remind all members to please turn off their phones in the chamber. If they 
happen to get an Apple Watch for their birthday as I did, make sure that they do not go off as mine did the other 
day and no-one noticed! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We need a strategy going forward, as I said, for the sustainability and the future of the 
Pickering Brook town site. There is an ageing population moving away and we need to make sure that there is 
some sustainability and a future for all those communities. There is the potential for tourism. We will work together 
and make sure that agriculture, planning, tourism, councils and the community work together to get a plan to 
sustain those town sites, to promote tourism and to make sure that agriculture in that area has a future and matches 
the commercial realities out there. 
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